
UC Davis Retiree Center Report 
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At UC Irvine 
 

From October 2016 through April 2017, the UC Davis Retiree Center has offered the following programs: 
 
Ten Year Anniversary – On Thursday, December 15th, the UC Davis Retiree Center celebrated a tenth 
anniversary. Twenty seven years ago, two visionary groups of retirees formed the UC Davis Retiree’s 
Association (UCDRA) and the UC Davis Emeriti Association (UCDEA). The Center was subsequently 
established in 2006. With the support of retirees, the UCDRA and UCDEA, the Retiree Center and staff 
will continue to advocate for retirees and encourage them to stay connected with the UC Davis 
community. The anniversary celebration took place in conjunction with the traditional UCDEA/UCDRA 
Holiday Luncheon.  
 
Charles E. Hess Founders’ Award – In late 2016, the UCDRA and UCDEA established the 
Charles E. Hess Founders’ Award. Charles Hess was one of the principal advocates in establishing 
the UC Davis Retiree Center. As part of the tenth anniversary celebration, the UC Davis Retirees’ 
Association and the UC Davis Emeriti Association chose to establish a mechanism for the 
recognition of those who have a contributed, and those who will continue to contribute, in efforts 
which support the engagement of emeriti and retirees. Charles E. Hess was awarded the first annual 
award in conjunction with the Ten Year Anniversary celebration on December 15, 2016. 
 
Transitioning to Retirement 
Preparation for retirement classes were held in January and February on the UC Davis, as well as the UC 
Davis Health System Campus in Sacramento. Participation averaged 130 staff and 80 academics/week in 
Davis and 80 staff/30 academics in Sacramento. Over four consecutive weeks, participants received in 
depth instruction on the UC Pension plan, health care options, investment planning with Fidelity, as well 
as a special session which includes a panel of retirees to share personal perspectives. 
 
UC Davis Health Retiree satellite center – We continue to move forward with plans to establish a UC 
Davis satellite office for the retirees at the UC Davis Health campus in Sacramento. A permanent location 
has been confirmed in the new Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing. We hope to move into the space 
(currently under construction) in late summer 2017. 
 
Support for the UC Davis Retirees’ Association and UC Davis Emeriti Association 
The UC Davis Retiree Center continues to provide administrative support to the two retiree associations 
in ongoing efforts such as:  

• BrainFood Talks – UCDRA and UCDEA continue to offer noontime BrainFood Talks, which 
have been expanded to include graduate students. This effort has increased (almost doubled) 
attendance. Programming included Dr. Kimber Stanhope, UC Davis Department of Nutrition who 
spoke at the January session on “The Sugar Controversy.” In March the presentation by Dr. Kent 
Bradford focused on Genetically Modified Organisms. Our most recent speaker, Jana Katz-Bell, 
Assistant Dean for Inter-professional Programs, Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing and UC 
Davis School of Medicine spoke of advances in nursing instruction.  

• Winter Meeting – The Retiree Center assisted the UCDRA in providing transportation to the 
Sacramento campus for the winter members meeting which included a tour and presentation by 
Dr. Leonard Abbeduto, Executive Director of the MIND Institute. The meeting format and 
program dramatically increased attendance with almost 80 participants. 

• Campus Tours 
o West Village and Honda House 
o UC Davis Olive Oil Center 



o UC Davis Raptor Center 
• UC Davis Picnic Day – This year the UCDRA honored Charles E. Hess as Outstanding Retiree 

for the year. Charley, and his wife Eva, rode in a horse-drawn carriage in the Picnic Day Parade. 
• Communications Committee – A joint Communications Committee has been established to 

develop a more cohesive approach to communications. The UCDRA is coordinating with the 
UCDEA on communications, weekly update content, website overview and general thematic 
programming. 

 
Communications/Outreach 
In January the Retiree Center commenced in sending the Email Update on a bi-weekly basis (it was 
previously sent weekly). Our email list is currently just under 4000 names. 
  
Day Trips: 

o White Christmas Theatrical Production in San Francisco in December 
o Santa Rosa Canine Companions and Charles Schultz Museum - March 
o May: Quarryhill Botanical Gardens and visit to CAAA Wine Partner, Bouchaine 

vineyards. 
  
Partnerships – The Retiree Center has developed an additional partnership during this time period. We 
received funding in exchange for marketing and providing two hard hat tours of a new 14-unit 
development designed for adults 55 and over. The partnership will conclude with the Center providing a 
pre-grand opening VIP reception in August. 
 
Transition Plan – The Retiree Center has successfully transitioned to a new organizational model that 
brought it under the umbrella of the Cal Aggie Alumni Associations’ Affiliate Programs. Interim 
Director, Becky Heard was named as the new Director of Affiliate Programs and will manage the Retiree 
Center in addition to the CAAA Parent and Family Program. 


